ASCC Themes Panel 
Approved Minutes
Friday, April 15th, 2022								        11:30AM – 1:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Cohen, Cope, Daly, Ferketich, Fredal, Hilty, Kogan, Nagar, Odei, Parkman, Putikka, Rush, Steele, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 03/11/2022 Minutes 
· Cohen, Nagar, unanimously approved 
2) History 3670 (existing course with GE Historical Study; requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Cope, Parkman, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the attendance policy be revised to not have students perform group calisthenics should they have to miss class, even with permission. This policy has major implications for Student Life Disability Services and therefore the reviewing faculty ask that this be changed. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a rationale be added underneath the GE ELOs that explains how the course expects to fulfill the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· Vaessin, Rush, unanimously approved with three contingencies (in bold above) 
3) Religious Studies and International Studies 4873 (existing cross-listed courses requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Cope, Parkman, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that bibliographic information for the “Short readings On-line”, as discussed on page 3 of the syllabus, be added to the course syllabus, as they do not have access to the Carmen site to see these readings and believe this could be valuable to students. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· The Panel recommends removing the letter grade of D- from the grading scale, as this is not a letter grade The Ohio State University officially awards. 
· Kogan, Vaessin, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
4) AAAS 3450 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Parkman, Cope, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Title IX statement to the most up-to-date version, which can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing language mentioning the OSU standard grading scheme, as Ohio State does not have an official, standardized grading scale and instructors are free to use a grading scale that best serves the needs of their course. 
· Nagar, Rush, unanimously approved with two recommendations (in italics above) 
5) Public Affairs 2150 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· Parkman, Cope, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that additional clarity be provided about how this course is an advanced study of Citizenship and how forms of critical thought will be utilized throughout the course to undertake an advanced study of Citizenship. This can be accomplished in many ways, such as through providing a course statement on how this course interacts with the GE Theme, incorporating Citizenship into the course title, providing information on readings and course discussions that will directly interact with Citizenship, more clearly framing and linking assignments to the GE Goals and ELOs, etc.
· The reviewing faculty ask that the General, Generic Goals and ELOs be provided within the course syllabus and a brief rationale explaining how the course meets all GE ELOs be added to the syllabus, as this is a requirement of all General Education courses. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the Student Life Disability Services statement be updated, as they are no longer located in Pomerene Hall. The most up-to-date Disability Statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· No Vote 
6) Public Affairs 2620 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with Team-teaching High Impact Practice) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· Parkman, Cope, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that additional clarity be provided about how this course is an advanced study of Citizenship and how forms of critical thought will be utilized throughout the course to undertake an advanced study of Citizenship. This can be accomplished in many ways, such as through providing a course statement on how this course interacts with the GE Theme, incorporating Citizenship into the course title, providing information on readings and course discussions that will directly interact with Citizenship, more clearly framing and linking assignments to the GE Goals and ELOs, etc.
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World GE Goals, ELOs, and a rationale that explains how the course will fulfill the GE ELOs be added to the course syllabus. While the reviewing faculty see that the GE Goals and ELOs are on page 2 of the syllabus, they are customized for the course material and, per a requirement of General Education courses, they must be the official GE Goals and ELOs. These Goals and ELOs can be found on the Office of Academic Affairs website at: https://oaa.osu.edu/ohio-state-ge-program. 
· The reviewing faculty request clarification on whether this course is to be taught as a distance-learning course. On the form submitted in curriculum.osu.edu, it is selected that “No” part of this course is taught at a distance; however, there is reference to this being an online course throughout the entirety of the course syllabus. If this course is to be taught at a distance, please also submit the appropriate distance-learning request with this proposal. Additional information can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/distance-courses underneath the heading “For non-ASC units submitting GE distance courses”. 
· No Vote 
· High Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching
· The reviewing faculty ask for additional information on how this course will fulfill the requirements for the team-teaching aspect of the course. In its current form, they are unsure how students will have an opportunity to form an ongoing relationship from both course instructors. The team-teaching high impact practice should be fulfilled by having two instructors representing different disciplines that are integrated fully within a course and not by a series of guest lecturers, as it currently appears represented within the course syllabus. They ask that more information be provided about the role of both instructors in the course and how their work will be integrative and interdisciplinary. 
· The reviewing faculty note that the current amount of direct instructional time does not appear to be sufficient for a 4-credit hour course, as it appears there are only two, 80-minute sessions a week, which would be standard for a 3-credit hour course. They ask that additional direct instruction be added to meet the requirement of a 4-credit hour course, which must meet for a minimum of 4 direct hours a week. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· No Vote 
7) Public Affairs 2120 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Cope, Parkman, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GE General Goals, ELOs, and a statement that explains how all the GE ELOs (both general and theme-specific) will be fulfilled be added to the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education courses. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that bibliographic information be added for all course texts that will be accessed through Carmen to the course syllabus, as they are unable to view Carmen pages and believe this helpful to students. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· Rush, Nagar, unanimously approved with three contingencies (in bold above) 
8) Islamic Studies 3201 (existing course with GE Social Science – Individuals and Groups & Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S.; requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· Parkman, Cope, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that additional clarity be provided about how this course is an advanced study of Citizenship and how forms of critical thought will be utilized throughout the course to undertake an advanced study of Citizenship. This can be accomplished in many ways, such as through incorporating Citizenship into the course title, providing information on readings and course discussions that will directly interact with Citizenship, more clearly framing and linking assignments to the GE Goals and ELOs, moving information into the course’s weekly calendar, etc.
· Additionally, the reviewing faculty note that the course subtitle on the syllabus has “citizenship” in it & yet that is not the official title of the course (as seen on the form in curriculum.osu.edu). Is it the intention of the department to actually change the official title of the course (which would make sense if the course becomes part of the Citizenship theme)?If so, please make that change on the form in curriculum.osu.edu.
· The reviewing faculty recommend clarifying the attendance policy and what “up to 5%” means when a student misses a course. How is this 5% calculated and what metrics will be used to determine if a student loses 1% versus 5% of their attendance grade? 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· No Vote 
9) Sociology 3302 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course assignments more clearly connect to the idea of Citizenship, as it currently is unclear what Citizenship is being defined as within the course and how students will engage with this idea. Additionally, they request more clarification on how Theme-specific ELO 1.2 will be met within the course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that explains any changes made in response to feedback from the Panel. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World GE Goals, ELOs, and a rationale that explains how the course will fulfill the GE ELOs be added to the course syllabus. While the reviewing faculty see that the GE Goals and ELOs are on pages 2-3 of the syllabus, they are customized for the course material and, per a requirement of General Education courses, they must be the official GE Goals and ELOs. These Goals and ELOs can be found on the Office of Academic Affairs website at: https://oaa.osu.edu/ohio-state-ge-program. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Title IX statement to the most up-to-date version, which can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing language mentioning the OSU standard grading scheme, as Ohio State does not have an official, standardized grading scale and instructors are free to use a grading scale that best serves the needs of their course. 
· Vaessin, Kogan, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
10) Sociology 3410 (existing course requesting new GE theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty ask for additional information and clarity on how the course will engage with the idea of Citizenship throughout the course, as in its current form they are unable to see the course will engage with the GE Theme. They ask that additional information and readings be added that engage with the topic of Citizenship and that the idea of Citizenship be further clarified for students in the weekly calendar. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course calendar be more fully developed, as currently they are unable to discern what students will be expected to do each class session. Please provide a class-by-class breakdown that includes a course schedule, assignments, assignment due dates, readings (and when they are expected to be completed), etc. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World GE Goals, ELOs, and a rationale that explains how the course will fulfill the GE ELOs be added to the course syllabus. While the reviewing faculty see that the GE Goals and ELOs are on pages 2-3 of the syllabus, they are customized for the course material and, per a requirement of General Education courses, they must be the official GE Goals and ELOs. These Goals and ELOs can be found on the Office of Academic Affairs website at: https://oaa.osu.edu/ohio-state-ge-program. 
· No Vote 
11) Jewish Studies and Hebrew 3245 (existing cross-listed courses with GE VPA & GE Diversity – Global Studies; requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· Cope, Parkman, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that, in the course calendar, the idea that there will be a comparison of citizenship in Israel and the U.S. be further clarified. 
· Vaessin, Rush, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 

